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RE: Proposed Firearm Legislation

On behalf of the National Rifle Association, we would like to share our concerns regarding
numerous pieces of legislation that are being heard before the Public Safety and Security
Committee today. These proposals, which range from gun rationing schemes to gun bans, along
with many others, have been put forth in response to the Sandy Hook tragedy.

Introduced under the guise of public safety, these measures will have very little effect in
mitigating crime. Rather, they will negatively affect law-abiding gun owners through further
regulation and possible infringement of constitutional rights.

Many of the proposals being considered would lead one to believe that Connecticut has a crime
rate of epic proportions. However, the data indicates that this is not the case.

Connecticut has historically had lower total viclent crime rates than the rest of the nation, overall
(see Table 1). The Federal Bureau of Investigation considers violent crime to be murder and non-
negligent manslaughter, forcible rape, robbery and aggravated assault. However, even after the
numerous gun control acts established on the federal level since 1968, the relationship has not
changed between Connecticut’s violent crime rates and those of the rest of the country despite
Connecticut having more restrictions than most states.

As previously noted, Connecticut, over recent years, has imposed more gun control restrictions
than nearly every state in the country. However, those restrictions have no correlation with the
state’s relatively low violent crime (see Table 1). In fact, the comparable differences between
Connecticut’s rates and those of the rest of the country have narrowed. As Connecticut has
imposed more gun control measures, gun control laws in the rest of the country have been
eliminated or comparatively relaxed.



Other factors causing Connecticut to have relatively low violent crime rates include, but are not
necessarily limited to, its relatively cold climate (violent crime rates tend to be higher in warmer
climates) and relatively low degree of urbanization (cities tend to have higher crime rates than
suburban and rural areas). [llustrating the point, Connecticut’s most populous city, Bridgeport
(pop. 145,000) is the 167" most populous city in the nation. New Haven (pop. 130,000) ranks
185™, Hartford (pop. 125,000) ranks 196™, and Stamford (pop. 123,000) ranks 200", Together,
these four cities account for 14.6 percent of the state’s population. Nationaily, cities of 100,000
or greater population account for 28 percent of the total population, nearly double the percentage
in Connecticut.

Additional evidence that restrictive gun control laws do not correlate with lower violent crime
rates is demonstrated by a comparison of the aggregate violent crime rate of Connecticut plus
Massachusetts (which has even more restrictive gun control laws than Connecticut), to the
aggregate of three neighboring states that have among the least restrictive gun control laws in the
nation, Maine, New Hampshire and Vermont. As shown in Table 2, these three New England
states that have less gun control have had significantly lower violent crime rates.

Taking all of this into consideration, there is no justification to warrant the drastic policy changes
in firearm laws that are currently under consideration. Redirecting the debate towards fixing our
broken mental health system and securing our schools is the appropriate response.

To that end, the National Rifle Association will continue working with the legislature to facilitate
the implementation of effective policies that further protect the safety of our families.
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